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phagocytosis, how macrophages contribute to shaping microbial communities of the upper respiratory 

tract and how they eliminate or fail to eliminate resident pathogens such as Streptococcus pneumoniae. 

Since the nasopharynx is the gateway to respiratory infections such as pneumonia and influenza, when 

immune control of this region is impaired, as is the case as we age, infections are more likely to occur. 
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the immunomodulatory propertides of antimicrobial/host defence peptides. She did her post-doctoral 
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class of macrophage phagocytic receptors called the scavenger receptors and found that the phagocytic 

process is linked in unexpected ways to pathogen sensing and the initiation of inflammation. She has 
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